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The Advantage of a good Name. 
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TO THE 
Right Honourable | — 2 


The Lord 80 MER S 
Baron of cb 1 


My Lord, 


N the Publiſhing of this Sermon I was not 6 | 
Vain as to imagine it would be of any Services| 
to the Memor 21 the deceaſed, for that is alrea- 

dy rpetuated, in his being e and reſpected, 

3 þ gra 4 a R as your Lordſhip: But my 


fin was to ſhew my laſt Reſpefts to ſo deſerving 
a wy, 1 and declare to the World how much 1 


am ndeleed to your Lordſhip. 1 muſs confeſ (s 1 am 
very proud of th Debt, and therefore ſhall lay hold 1 
2 al Opportunities ( the 1 could wiſh = bad been © 6 | 


to | acknowledge it, I 


Art ſeems to be under an Eclipſe by the Loſs 

705 * a Maſter, but your Lohr 6 is the moſt | 
thely to reſtore ber by & Honours you have ſhew- 

ed to the Pencil. Where . Art 2 Integrity meet in 

the | || 


* ©, Oboe See © Yah _ "IS. | e 


4 the . Perſo mn, they full» not a of your Accep- 
tance. T1 
. 4 11 1 
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— Qui Vitam excoluere per Artes, 
10 Quique ſui Memores alios fecere merendo, 
* bis nived cinguntur tempora Vierk-- 
derided Bn, 4 4-7 


| That your Lordſhip 1 may long live the Ornament 
and Support f the Learned World _ 5 * e 


| 


Your Moſt Obedien 3 1 
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vn Peter Wagoner 
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© © Feclefiaſtes VII. v. 1. 


A good Name is better than precious Ointment, 
and the Day of Death, than the Day of ones 
Birth. WH: 


H E Preacher in the foregoing Chap- 

| | ter, having ſhown the Folly and Va- 
nity of Mankind, both in Reſpect to 

che Knowledge, and Enjoyment of ſublunary 
Things, proceeds in this and the following 
Chapters, to give us an Account of ſome- 
thing more ſubſtantial, as the moſt proper 
Means to obviate that Vexation of Spirit, 
which is the natural Reſult of Folly: And: 
among the ſeyeral . Remedies that might be 
thought of, he begins with a good Name, 
which he tells us is better than- precious Oint- 
ment, and the Day of Death, which is better 
than the Day of ones Birth: In which Coin- 
pariſon of a good Name with precious Oint- 
ment, he gives us to underſtand, that it is in- 
finitely preferable before any Enjoyments of 
this Life, though the moſt innocent and de- 
ſirable. As Proverbs, 22. 1. 4 good Name is 
rather to be choſen than great Riches. 
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died upon Virtue, it is as a Houſe built upon a 
 offenlive Life, of exemplary Goodneſs, which 


+ had ſome for it's Votaries; it commands a ta- 
cit Eſteem and Veneration from bad Men, 


A Funeral Sermon. 


In diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall 
keep to theſe Ewo Propoſitions, as they are 
laid down in my Text. Firſt, That a good 
Name is "infinitely preferable before any En- 
joyments of this Life, though the moſt inno- 
cent and deſirable. 2zly, That the Day of 
Death, is better than the Day of ones Birth. 
3), and laſtly, I ſhall conclude wich ſome 
ſuitable Applications. 


- To begin with the firſt, a good Name is to 
be preferr d to any Enjoyments of this Life. 
Upon theſe following Conſiderations. Firſt, 
It has this peculiar Advantage, that it is foun- 


Rock, it is the Reward of Integrity, of an in- 


breaks through and ſhines in the black and 
moſt cloudy Scenes of Darkneſs, for the 
World was never yet fo totally degenerate, fo 
univerſally. debauched; but chat Virtue ſtill 


as having ſomething or other in it, that the 
worlt of them will pretend to. The Path of 
the Rightzons (ſays che wiſe Man, Prov. 4. 18.) 
i as a ſhining Light that ſhineth more and more 

unto 
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unto the Perfect Day, (i. e.) The Actions, the 


whole Tenor of his Life is ſuch, that they will 


ſtand the Teſt, and the Scrutiny that the 
World ſhall make, will add more to the Brighe- 


neſs ol his Character. A Man (it is true) may 


fo manage the Vizard, and play the Hypo- 


crite, as to pals for a harmleſs and well: mea- 


ning Perſon, but I believe it is beyond Art 


for a Man to carry on the Deluſion fo, as to 


gain the general Reputation of a-good: and ex- 


emplary Chriftian-; for there are ſome Virtues: 


ſo peculiar to this Character, that they are 


not to be found in any other, but ſuch Perſons 
only, as act upon a Principle of Faith and 
Thoſe who are ſo ready to thank 
God they have done no harm, are at a ſtand, 
when you come to ask them what good they 


Charity. 


have done; and you may take this for a certain 
Rule, that he who appears in a Diſguiſe, ne- 


ver acts deſignedly againſt his own Intereſt. 
St. Paul in his 5th to the Romans, tells Us, 


ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one dye, yet 


peradventure for a good Man, ſome would 
even dare to die. Which Diſtinction, I take to 
3 


be this, though the Words are 
uſed. The Original Aixzj@. righteous or ju 


falls ſhort. of 4% good, for the former of 
BE B 2 theſe 
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no more 


Litter ſignifies a real good, a charitable, a mer- 
ciful, a uſeful Man, and one that has deſery d well 
of the, Age he has liv'd in, who, has ſignaliz d 
hümſelf in ſomething more than what the Pre- 
cepts of common Morality oblige him to, not 
only 2 ſtrict but holy Perſon, in a Word, a 


fl Chriſhian, 2nd fuch.a5 will be miſſed when he 


* 


is. gone, whoſe Life if it was poſſible to ſave, 
peradventure ſome would even dare to dye. 


4 
od 
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Wl This Man's Life you may ſafely conclude is 


"IS &< 


not the Shadow, : but. the/Subſtance of Virtue, 


becauſe he acts upon à higher Principle, than 
that of Nature. Now, Whatever Eſteem and 
Reſpect we ſhew either to the Perſon or Me- 
mor y of ſuch Men, is their indiſputed Right, 
and our Duty, becauſe we are equally obli- 
= ec to reyerence Virtue and deteſt. Vice: 
For Goodneſs alone is what renders Mankind 
truly honourable, this alone is the Delight of 
the intellectual World, and what advances us 
to a, Communion of the Divine Nature. But 
21y, A good Name is to be preferr'd, becauſe 
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it is harder to come by, than the other good 


Things 
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Things of this Life : 12 are often born to 
Titles. as well as Eſtates; and if we are born 
to neither, yet Time ad Chance may bring 
us to bock: One Man may be promoted " 
Honour, that nevei had a Prigtitte of any, 
another may meet with an Eſtate, who de- 
ſery'd a Gibbet, but it never happen'd that 
any Man had a good Name with good People, 
who deſerv'd a bad one. Lis what we are 
not born.to, but inſtructed in, and however 
{ſtrong our Pelire may be after it, yet meer 


Nature is too weak to make out our Merit. 
We muſt carry an eyen hand to have every 


ones good Word, and this as we find by Ex- 
E is no ſuch. eaſy Task ; for there muſt 
an admirable Temper and Frame of Mind 
that can condeſcend to every Capacity of hu- 
man Life, that can guard it ſelf againſt Offen- 
ces, ſo as neither to give nor take any; there 
muſt be a Sweetneſs in our Aſpect, which 
beſpeaks us merciful, and a Largeneſs of Soul 
to make us charitable; ; and theſe are ſuch Em- 
belliſhments, that they are not the Effect of 
Years, but Inſticurion ; ; not the Gifts of Na- 
ture, but of Grace. For in moſt of the Chri- 
ſtian Virtues which recommend us'to the Favor 
and Eſteem of 5 Men, we act for a fre 
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ſiderable Time againſt our Inclinations. © Eut 


31, As a good Name is hard to come by, ſo 
if loſt, it is harder to be regained: A Man of 
an eltabliſh'd Reputation has the Eyes of 
the World upon him, and as every one knows 
his good Deeds, ſo they will his bad ones; 


now one bad Action ſpoils a Thouſand good 


ones, and puts the World upon finding out. 


Faults they never thought of. And how diffi- 
cult it is for a Man, who has forfeited his Re- 


putation, to repair his Credit, appears from this, 


that the beſt of his Endeavours for the future 


notable Miſcarriages in a Man of an extraor- 


dinary Character, but the Loſs of other Things, 


however great, may be repaired, a good Name 


5 may recover Riches, but not Riches. a good 


Name; one Friend when he is gone, may 
leave his Equal, and a Stateſ-man that is un- 


der a Cloud, upon a Change of Politicks may 


be in greater Requeſt than ever; but an Af 
ter-reputation ſeldom or never comes up to it's 
former Character. But 4ly, As it is more 
difficult to come by, ſo it is of greater Ser- 
vice than any other good Things of this Life. 


— — — 


are liable to Suſpicion, the more unexpected 
any thing is, the greater is the Impreſſion it 
makes, and nothing is more ſurprizing than 


E 
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It is profitable to a Man himſelf, and to others, 
to the Age he now lives in, and that of Po- 
ſterity; and above all to himſelf in a future 
State. And firſt it is profitable to a Man himſelf 
in this World, I know no bettci Expedient, 
whereby he may live eaſy and comfortably, 


it is what gives him the belt Proſpect of ma- 


king himſelf honeſtly rich, becauſe we are wil- 
ling to deal with thoſe we think our elves ſe- 


cure with. Beſides, ſuch a Man has this Ad- 


vantage, that he is the better ſecured againſt 


the Violence of wicked Men. A good Name 


has many Friends, and he that will injure ſuch 
a Perſon, is ſure to make himſelf many Ene- 


mies. For a good Man ſome would even dare 
to dye, much more will they take his Part. 


If the La is engag d to protect a Tranſgreſſor, 
much more is it a righteous Perſon. Who is 
he that will harm you, ſays St. Peter, if ye be 
Followers of that which is good? But fur- 
ther, as he is ſecured againſt the Violence of 
wicked Men, ſo alſo is he free from the Diſqui- 
ets of a wounded Spirit, as he has a good Re- 
port of all Men, ſo of the Truth it ſelf; as his 
Virtues are anſwerable to his Character, ſo the 
Peace of his Conſcience is proportionable to 
the Sincerity of his Heart, and the State of 
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his Health, correſpondent to the Peace of his 
Mind, for ſays the wiſe Man, Prov. 15. 30. 
The Light of the Eyes rejoyceth the Heart, and 4 
good Report maketh the Bones fat. Not the Harp 
nor the Viol, not the Wine nor the fatted: 
Calf, neither the precious Ointment, nor Aro- 


Toils of human Breaſts asan unblemiſh'd Name. 
But again, as it is profitable to himſelf, fo it is 
alſo to others, to the Age he now lives in, 

and to that of Poſtericy. A good Man, a 
Man of an unſpotted Reputation is a Bleſſing: 
to the Age he lives in. It was a great and ps 
Complaint of the. Pſalmiſts, Pſalm. 12. 1. 
That the Godly were ceaſed, and the Faithful mi- 
niſhed from among the Children of Men. The Pil- 
lars of the Earth may be ſaid to be ' ſhaken, 
when the Righteous are taken away; for 
there is nothing that tends more to à national. 
Reformation, than good Example; the Di- 


Weight without this, for this is the Life and 
Soul of Virtue, there is nothing that ſo over- 
rules the Paſſions of Men; for Nature has 
implanted in our Souls an Emulation of Virtue, 
which conſiſts not only of an Approbation, 
but alſo of a Deſire to imitate that which is 

good, 


— = 


matick Spice can ſo allwage and mitigate the 


rections of Precept and Inſtruction are of little: 
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good, and this Deſire. is proportionably inflam d 
to that Reputation Virtue meets with in the 
World; for that muſt be a mean and narrow 
Soul that is not provok d by Example; ſince 
Nature has done her Part, and furniſh'd reaſo- 
nable Souls with the fame active Powers, that: 
Man is inexcuſable that will not ſtir up the 
Gift that is in him. The Patriarchs, the great 
St. Paul, the reſt of the Apoſtles were Men of 
like Paſſions with us, yet they were ſhining and 
burning Lights, they were the Off- ſpring of 
„God, ſo are we, Ads 17. They through 
Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſ- 
neſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtopped the Mouths 
of Lions, quenched the Violence of Fire, 
eſcaped the Edge of the Sword, out of Weak- 
neſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in | 
Fight, turned to flight the Armies of the [ 
Aliens, they obtained this Report, that the | 
World was not worthy of them; and ſhall |! 
not ſuch Examples ſtir us up to diſtinguiſh | 
our ſelves by ſome remarkable and heroick In- | 
ſtances of Chriſtian Virtue ? Such Men as [ 
theſe are the tutelar Guardians of a wicked 
World, for as the Cry of our Sins, ſo the Re- | 
port of good Actions reaches Heaven, Virtue is 
known with God and with Men, when it is pre- 


C ſent. 
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ſent Men take Example at it, and when it is 
gone they deſire it. Wiſdom, c. . But above 
all, a good Name is profitable to a Man in a fu- 
ture State, there the Widow, and the Orphan, 
and the reclaimed dinner ſhall plead his Cauſe, 
there the Prayers of the hungry Soul ſhall ap- 
pear upon record, there the Bleſſings of the nee- 
dy ſhall reſt upon him. But 5ly, a good Name 
is of a longer Duration than the other good 
Things of this Life, Riches change their Ma- 
ſters, Families may be extin&t, Pleaſures glut 


but a few Days, but a good Name en- 
dures for ever, Pillars of Braſs, Monuments of 
Marble are ſubject to Fate, but by this we 
ſurvive our ſelves, and being dead, yet ſpeak, 
Heb. 11. 4. Pſal. 112. The Memory of the Juſt 
i bleſſed, but the Name of the Wicked ſhall rot. 
Whatever Alterations Corruption may make 
in theſe frail Bodies, yet the embalmed Memo- 
ry of good Men ſhall ſmell ſweet to everlaſting 
Ages; for Virtue wears a Crown, and triumphs 
for ever, having gotten the Victory ſtriving for 
undefil'd Rewards, which brings me to my 
Second Propoſition I promis d to ſpeak to, 
that the Day of Death ts better than the Day 
of ones Birth. The Connection of mn 

with 
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the Senſes, and the beſt and longeſt Life has 


wich the former, is thus, better is the Day of 
Death, when a Man ſhall die with a good 
Name, than the Day of his Birth when he was 
born to Miſery, and Vanity. Death is che laſt 
boundary of Things, and for ever ſeals us up 
in the State it found us. So that that Man 

whoſe Life has gained him an unſpotted Repu- 
tation, a good Report, by Death has it ſecu- 
red and eſtabliſhed to him beyond all Poſſibili- 
ty of looſing it, there's no Danger in the Grave 


of a falſe Step, neither Hope nor Fear, neither 


Pleaſure nor Pain, neither Men nor Devils can 
alter his Purpoſe. He may fay with St. Paul, 
I have fought the good Fight, I have fanſbed 
my Courſe, henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, in the Grave, 
he reſts from his Labours, and his Works fol- 
low him. But Man, when he is born into the 
World, is born unto Troubles, as the Sparks 
fly upwards, he is born like the wild Aſſes Colt, 
led on by a brutiſh Inſtinct of corrupt Nature, 
dull and flow in apprehending good, ſo that 
in the beſt Diſpoſitions, it is ſome conſidera- 
ble Time, before they are capable of forming 


any tolerable Notions of Happineſs, or before 
we can judge whether they will prove wiſe or 
fooliſh. And then afterwards, when we are 

C 2 


come 
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come to a Ripen 


eſs of Thought, and have our 
Reaſon, furniſh'd with the beſt Inſtructions, 
yer. eyen then we are ſo guided by Senſe and 
Paſſion, ſo over-ruled by bad Example and 
Cuſtom, that it is long before we effectually 
praQice what we know, all which while an 
over-fond Regard to Life, which is inconſiſtent 
with true Virtue, is what puts us upon irregular 
Meaſures; whereas did we look more to our 
End, and the Name weare to leave behind us, 


People of Thrace had of the Folly and Calami- 


* 


M of human Life, was the Reaſon as the Hi- 


EF 


we ſhould never be prevail'd upon to act and 
ſuffer ſo baſely as we do. The Opinion the | | 
wl 


orian tells us, of obſerving their coming 


out of it with Joy and Mirth, that they might 
remove that Weakneſs of Mind which betray- 
ed Mankind into ſuch baſe Practices. Val. Max. 
Lib. 2. c. 6. Well then, may that Man de- 
ſerve the Name of a good and faithful Servant, 
of a skilful Pilot, who has ſteer'd his . Courſe 
through the dangerous Streights of this wicked 
World to his eternal Haven, who ng eſ- 
caped the Pollutions of Luſt, patiently reſigns 
his humble Spirit into the Hands of him that 
gave it. Not the Pleaſures, not the Riches, 

not 
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into the World with Tears, but their going 
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that is out of Danger, and coſt him ſo many 
Struggles. To depart and be with Chriſt is 
far better; in that State, Fleſh and Spirit end 
their Strife there, Immortal Trophies ſhall 
be rais d to the Honour of the victorious Chri- 


ſtian, and the Banners of the Croſs ſhall be 


diſplay'd in eternal Triumph. 


| And now R and laſtly, To apply 


what has been ſaid, ſince human Life is made 


up of ſo much Folly, and Man at his beſt State 


is but Vanity, ſince of all Enjoyments there 
is nothing durable, nothing ſolid but the Sa- 


tisfaction of having liv'd well, and the Merit 


of a good Name. It is the higheſt and only 
Prudence in us, to conſult thoſe Things which 
conduce to ſo noble an End, for this anſwers 
our moſt unbounded Deſires, and ſhall live as 
long as we live our ſelves. The longeſt Life 


without this, is but an idle Dream, and it muſt 


needs be a very uncomfortable one, which, to 


our dying Day, will be reflected upon. It is 


but a melancholy and bad Life that makes a 
Man 


not the Honours of this World, not a good 
Name it ſelf (if it were in his Choice) woud 
prevail with him ro repoſſeſs his earthly Taber⸗ 
nacle, and once more hazard that Reputation 
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Mani afraid of fis Death, the longer he Liv 
the worſe it is wich him, for as he prolongs beg 


His Life is but the Prelude of future Miſe- 
ries, for when he ſhould reſt from Sorrows, 
he begins them, if then we would have Reſt 
to our Souls, be deliver d from. the Bondage of 
Corruption, into the glorious Liberty of the 


Sons of God, and rais d out of the Duſt of 


For getfulneſs, where all Things but our. Sins 
are forgotten. If we would have our Names 
written in Heaven, we muſt have that Reſpect 
for our ſelves, as to value our Reputation 
above Life it ſelf, otherwiſe it will be in the 
Power of every ſeeming Danger, to beat us 
from the Poſt of Virtue. And Life is no 
longer worth the keeping, when it cannot be 
maintain d with Integrity. Therefore, wbat- 
ſee ver Things are true, whatſoever Things are 
honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever 
Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, 
whatſoever Things are of good Report, if there be 
any Virtue and any Praiſe think on theſe Things, 
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I ſhould 
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Sz 
-- Fſtiould now have done, but that che Me- 
mory of that good Manz; whoſe Relicks lie 
. [before us, is not to be forgotten. As he! was 
very well known to me, ſo it is expected 1 
ſhould give ſome Account of his Character. 
IN. Simon Dubois, ' was by Birth a Hollander, 
and deſcended of | a' reputable Family, he 
had the Advantage of a liberal Education, but 
his Genius chiefly led him to that noble and ad- 
mired Art of Painting, which he proved by an 
indefatigable Application, and his Travels into 
ah. Ile had a true Reliſh of the Italian 
Style, and expreſſed it in his own Compoſures, 
for which he was in great Eſteem with the 
Italian Princes. He valued his Art above Ri- 
ches, that what he left of his Works might 
f] be ſerviceable to Poſterity, he was reſpected 
| here by the moſt honourable Perſonages, as'a 
moſt judicious and experienc'd- Maſter., Seeſt 
thou a Man, fays Solomon, Prov. 22. 29, ditigent 
in his Buſineſs, he ſhall ſtand before Kings,' he 
ſhall not ſtand before mean Men. Look upon the 
Rainbow, ſays the Son of Sirach, 43. II. and 
| praiſe him that made it. View the Works of 
this accompliſh'd Maſter, and they ſhall lead 
thee to the Knowledge of the inviſible God. 
As for his Temper, there was no leſs a Sweer- 
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153 he did good in his Generation, and now he's 


left a grateful 


Which made the Day of Death better than the 


and lendeth. Pſ. 112. 3. His Opinion (as to 
Religion) was Orthodox, he was a. moſt con- 
ſtant frequenter of the eſtabliſh'd Church, and 
Legacy to the Poor of this Pa- 
riſn. His laſt Hours in which I viſited him, 
Were employd in divine Soliloquies, and his 
Epaculations/were full of Zeal and Seraphick 
Warmth. / His Age exceeded. the common 
Span, and yet his Life was not ſo long, but 
that his Friends could have wiſhed it longer, 


ee, he has left. a good Name behind him, 


Tro 
end, 
„ 


Day of his Birth. 
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